doi.org/10.65826/1JPIR.1.2.2026.31

Vol. 01, Issue 02, pp. 95-110, 2026 International Journal of Politics and International Relations (IJPIR)

 RESEARCH ARTICLE Open Access

Research on Bangladesh’s July Uprising 2024: A
Systematised Bibliographic Review of Themes, Methods,
Findings, and Gaps

Moshiur Rahman"

*Corresponding Author

Received: 15.03.2026
Accepted: 05.05.2026

Publication Date: 12.05.2026

© The Author(s) 2026
(CC BY 4.0)

ISSN: 3108-6659

Corresponding Author Mail:
moshiur.mcj@cou.ac.bd

1 Lecturer, Department of
Mass Communication and
Journalism, Comilla
University, Bangladesh &
PhD Candidate, Department
of Journalism, Social
Science Institute, Erciyes
University, Kayseri, Turkiye

Abstract

This paper reviews the emerging scholarship on Bangladesh’s July Uprising 0f 2024,
also described in the literature as the July movement, July Revolution, anti-
discrimination student movement, or the 2024 quota reform movement, as it
escalated beyond its original demand. Using a systematised bibliographic review
design, a web-based search conducted until 10 March 2026 identified at least 30
publicly accessible and directly focused research outputs, including journal articles,
theses, preprints, and institutional reports. The review coded each output for
authorship, publication type, method, thematic focus, major finding, and explicit
recommendation or analytic implication. The literature shows five broad patterns.
First, scholars consistently argue that the reinstated quota issue was the immediate
trigger. However, unemployment, governance crisis, repression, and a widening
legitimacy deficit transformed the movement into a broader anti-authoritarian
uprising. Second, social media, especially Facebook, played a central role in
mobilisation, while coordinated computational propaganda, including social-bot
activity and internet shutdowns, shaped the informational environment. Third, media
research shows that ownership, ideology, and outlet location influenced how the
uprising was framed. Fourth, human-rights and health studies document severe
violence, large-scale fatalities and detention, eye injuries, depression, post-traumatic
stress, and broader psychosocial consequences. Fifth, the field remains young,
uneven in method, and concentrated on urban, event-centred, and short-term
evidence. Beyond synthesising this emerging body of work, the paper argues that the
accumulated literature points to Bangladesh’s July Uprising as a wider multi-
institutional legitimacy crisis, although the field still requires more longitudinal,
district-level, comparative, survivor-centred, and institutionally grounded research.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The July Uprising of 2024 in Bangladesh began over the reinstatement of quota-based public-sector
recruitment. However, it quickly transcended a narrowly administrative dispute to become one of the
most consequential episodes of mass contention in contemporary Bangladesh. The Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR, 2024, 2025) documented the severity of the
crisis. Moreover, an expanding body of academic literature characterises the uprising as a youth-led, yet
socially broad-based movement driven by factors such as youth precarity, job and equity grievances,
digital mobilisation, and increasing state repression.

Overlapping labels are now found in the literature, including the July uprising, the July movement,
the July Revolution, the anti-discrimination student movement and the quota reform movement. These
labels do not always pertain to distinct events. Instead, they codify different phases and interpretive
emphases of the same cycle of protest. Some foreground the original question of quotas on recruitment,
and others a wider battle over democracy, representation, dignity and state violence. (Ahmad, 2025;
Parvez, 2025; Rana et al., 2026).

There are three reasons for bibliographic synthesis. Firstly, the scholarship has grown rapidly since
2024 and is found across journals, theses, preprints and accounts from institutions. Second, the field is
thematically diffuse, spanning political science, media studies, linguistics, public-health scholarship,
psychology and human-rights documentation. Third, various researchers and students require a
responsible cartographic depiction of what has already been researched, by whom, with which methods
and with which major findings.

In keeping with this aim, the questions that this paper seeks to answer are: How many directly focused
and publicly accessible research outputs on the 2024 July Uprising could be identified by 10 March
2026? Which were produced by whom, and using which methods? What key findings and
recommendations emerge from the literature? What research gaps remain for future scholars to address?
The paper does not claim to identify the full universe of unpublished, inaccessible, or unindexed items.
It instead provides a transparent, systematic, and reproducible synthesis of the publicly accessible corpus
identified for this review.

This review adds to the existing literature by bringing these scattered studies into one analytical frame.
Much of the current scholarship discusses the July Uprising through separate areas, such as political
mobilisation, media and digital communication, human rights, and public health. This paper argues that
reading these studies together gives a clearer understanding of the uprising as a wider multi-institutional
legitimacy crisis. In this sense, the uprising was not only a quota-related protest but also a crisis
connected with governance, representation, state repression, media narratives, and public trust.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

The earliest layer of literature emerged from both immediate documentation and political interpretation.
OHCHR’s preliminary analysis (2024) and fact-finding report (2025) laid a base record of killings,
arrests, torture allegations, and the broader civic and political conditions in which the uprising unfolded.
This documentation was followed by early interpretive work that situated the movement within party
politics, moral resistance, and debates over state legitimacy in relation to youth demands (Chowdury,
2024; Ahmad, 2025; Reza & Bhuiyan, 2025).

A second cluster of scholarship explores media, discourse, and digital mobilisation. According to
research by Hushen (2025), Islam et al. (2025), Al-Zaman (2025), Rashid (2025), Arman et al. (2025),
Shaikh and Obaidullah (2025), Taieba et al. (2026), as well as Alam and Haque (2026) make clear that
the uprising cannot be understood without accounting for platformed communication, mediated
visibility, media framing and a struggle for access to narrative. This literature treats Facebook as an
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organisational infrastructure, a symbolic arena, a site of computational manipulation, and a channel of
circulation.

The third strand is about violence, injury, and psychosocial outcomes. Ahsan et al. (2025), Islam et
al. (2025), Arafat et al. (2025), Shakira (2026), Siddik et al. (2026), and Islam and Faisal (2026) record
the human toll of the crackdown, and of what followed. This is an important line of work because it
moves the literature away from mobilisation narratives and toward embodied and longer-term outcomes
of repression. The most studied conditions include severe eye injuries, depression, post-traumatic stress
disorder, suicidal behaviour, and deaths caused by lethal weapons.

A fourth strand, emerging more saliently in 2025 and 2026, explores deeper explanatory questions:
as M. Hossain (2025) investigated why people joined, and how the movement went beyond public
universities? How did ordinary people in Dhaka engage with the movement, contestation over the
ideological tone of 1971 and whether partial military defection facilitated regime collapse (M. M. Islam,
2025; Sohel & Rahat, 2026). If taken together, this literature indicates that the field is already diverse.
However, it is a little skewed towards immediate causes, urban cases, media narratives and short-term
impacts.

Taken together, these studies do not always explain the uprising from the same angle. Political and
stakeholder-based studies mostly focus on structural grievances, party responses, youth precarity and
state legitimacy (Ahmad, 2025; Reza & Bhuiyan, 2025; Shatil, 2025). Media and digital-communication
studies give more attention to Facebook mobilisation, media framing, computational propaganda and
the struggle over public narratives (Al-Zaman, 2025; Arman et al., 2025; Hushen, 2025; Shaikh &
Obaidullah, 2025). Human-rights and public-health studies move the discussion towards Killings,
injuries, trauma, fatalities and longer-term harm (Ahsan et al., 2025; M. A. Islam, Islam, et al., 2025;
OHCHR, 2025; Siddik et al., 2026). These are not direct contradictions, but they show that the same
uprising is being studied through different entry points. This also creates a limitation in the field. The
literature is strong in documenting immediate mobilisation, violence and media narratives, but it is
weaker in connecting these findings with institutional change, district-level experience and long-term
social consequences.

3. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

This review uses an integrated theoretical framework built from four complementary traditions:
contentious politics, connective action, framing and state repression. The aim is not to impose a single
master theory on all studies, but to offer a through-theory through which interdisciplinary literature can
be synthesised.

First, the theory of contentious politics sheds light on how a bounded claim can transform into an
extended protest cycle as the opening of political opportunities fluctuates, alliances expand into new
social contexts, and repertoires become available. (Tilly & Tarrow, 2015). This lens is especially useful
for understanding why a quota-related grievance blossomed into a nationwide anti-authoritarian
uprising. The logic of connective action and networked social movements sheds light on how digitally
connected people can coordinate their actions even when they resort to formal organisations. Bennett
and Segerberg (2012), as well as Castells (2015), are particularly pertinent because some studies of the
July Uprising outlined personalised sharing, viral symbols, and platform-native communication as
catalysing mobilisation, giving rise to acceleration in diffusion (Hushen, 2025; M. A. Islam, Nur, et al.,
2025; Panzeree, 2025).

Third, framing theory and the protest paradigm illuminate how meaning was struggled over in both
news coverage and online discourse. Frames shape problem definition, causal attribution, moral
evaluation and a proposed remedy (Entman, 1993). The protest-paradigm research literature suggests
that elite sourcing, delegitimising language and disorder-focused coverage can marginalise protesters
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(Hertog & McLeod, 1995). These concepts are useful for reading the comparative media and discourse
studies included in the corpus (Arman et al., 2025; Rashid, 2025; Shaikh & Obaidullah, 2025). Fourth,
state repression theory is needed because many core studies concern the use of force and coercive
institutions, injury, and human rights violations. While repression may discourage protest, it can also
widen resistance when violence is seen as illegitimate, disproportionate or indiscriminate (Davenport,
2007). This dynamic reappears throughout the July Uprising literature, which often depicts state violence
as having expanded rather than repressed mobilization (OHCHR, 2025; Parvez, 2025; Siddik et al.,
2026).

4, METHODOLOGY

This study uses a bibliographic review systematised by design. While this is not a fully-fledged database-
driven systematic review, it does adhere to principles of transparent review with respect to search
strategy, inclusion criteria, coding and synthesis (Grant & Booth, 2009; Page et al., 2021; Snyder, 2019).
Till 10 March 2026, a web-based search was performed using combinations of the following terms:
“Bangladesh July Uprising 2024,” “July movement Bangladesh,” “July Revolution Bangladesh,” “Quota
reform movement Bangladesh 2024, and “anti-discrimination student movement Bangladesh.” The
search was primarily conducted through Google Scholar as the primary discovery platform. It was
supplemented by targeted searches in DOI landing pages, SSRN, journal websites, thesis repositories,
and institutional report pages. The main search clusters and inclusion logic are reported in the Appendix
for transparency. Directly engaged works were favoured over more general pieces that only touched on
the uprising.

To qualify, an item had to satisfy all four of the following criteria: (i) It must have been published or
publicly posted from 2024 to 10 March 2026. (ii) It must substantively engage with Bangladesh’s July
Uprising of 2024 or its immediate protest wave. (iii) It must contain original analysis, systematic
documentation, or a structured argument based on research. (iv) At the time of searching, it had to be
publicly accessible. In this review, “publicly accessible” does not refer only to formal open-access
journal publication. It refers to items whose full text or stable public online record was available at the
time of searching and provided enough information to assess their relevance, method and findings. This
included open-access articles, preprints, theses in public repositories and institutional reports. Iltems that
could only be identified through a title, citation or inaccessible paywalled record, without enough public
information for assessment, were not included in the corpus.

The screening followed three steps. First, potentially relevant records were identified through the
search terms and by checking references in the identified works. Second, titles, abstracts, source
descriptions and, where necessary, full texts were checked to remove duplicates, news stories, opinion
pieces, advocacy statements without analytic content and items that only mentioned the uprising in
passing. Third, the remaining items were read to confirm that they directly focused on the July Uprising
or its immediate protest cycle and contained research-based analysis, documentation, or a structured
argument. Since the literature is still emerging across scattered platforms, a full PRISMA-style
numerical flow was not used, but the inclusion and exclusion logic was recorded in the appendix.

For each item, data were extracted and coded for author(s), year, type of output, methodological
approach, thematic focus, principal finding(s), and explicit recommendations or analytic implications.
Source quality was judged through four practical criteria: direct relevance to the July Uprising, public
accessibility, clarity of method or documentation, and publication status. Peer-reviewed journal articles
were treated as stronger evidence than preprints, theses, and institutional reports, although grey literature
was included when it provided original documentation or a structured research-based argument.
Screening and primary coding were performed by a single reviewer. To reduce possible single-reviewer
bias, six additional readers were later asked to code a randomly selected set of entries using the same
coding fields. Their coding showed 89% simple agreement with the primary coding, which was
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considered sufficient for checking the stability of the categories. Points of difference were then
rechecked against the source text before final synthesis. Where an article provided no formal
recommendation, this review simply stated the major inference(s) which flowed from the findings as we
read them, rather than making up some new author recommendation. The final corpus consists of at least
30 directly focused and publicly accessible research outputs. It is phrased as “at least” for good reason,
since indexing is still an evolving process and new items may surface or become available after the
search date.

Table 1: Corpus Profile by Year and Output Type

Year Articles/Preprints Theses Reports Total
2024 1 0 1 2
2025 17 3 1 21
2026 7 0 0 7

Source: The corpus contains at least 30 directly focused and publicly accessible outputs identified by
10 March 2026. The “articles/preprints” category groups journal articles with one SSRN preprint

Figure 1. Distribution of identified outputs by year and type

B Articles / Preprints B8 Theses Bl Reports
20.0

15.0 4

12.5

10.0 A

7.5

5.0 1

2024 2025 2026
Publication year

Note: Most identified outputs appeared in 2025, after the uprising had moved from
immediate documentation to more specialised academic analysis

5. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

5.1 The Field Is Already Sizable, But It Is Still Young and Uneven

The key descriptive result of this review is that the literature is no longer too small to be synthesised. At
least 30 publicly accessible and directly relevant research outputs had been identified by 10 March 2026.
have been identified to date, until 10 March 2026. But the field is still in its infancy. By 2024, only two
relevant outputs were found, while 21 appeared in 2025 and seven more by early 2026. This pattern hints
that scholarship took a while to evolve past documentation and immediate commentary, into peer-
reviewed analysis, master’s theses and specialised studies from the public health and media worlds.

The corpus is also methodologically uneven. Many political, media, and discourse analyses are
qualitative or mixed-method studies, but health-related research typically employs survey, clinical,
epidemiological, or documentary approaches. Many of the pieces are conceptually strong but empirically
narrow, relying on particular cities, selected outlets or limited time windows. This is understandable in
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a rapidly developing case, but it means that present-day findings should often be taken as strong early
evidence, not the final verdict on the uprising.

5.2 The Literature Agrees That the Quota Was the Trigger, Not the Whole Explanation
Causal interpretation is one of the clearest areas of convergence across the corpus. Many of them treat
the reinstated public-sector quota issue as an immediate trigger, but few serious studies argue that the
issue alone is sufficient to spark an uprising. Instead, scholars centre layered explanations: youth
unemployment, precarity, anger, political closure, and discreditation of institutions (OHCHR, 2024,
2025; Shatil, 2025; Parvez, 2025; Rana et al., 2026). Why does that finding matter? It matters because
it helps clear up a constant source of confusion. The movement started with a particular grievance, but
repression, narrative contestation and widespread participation made it something bigger. From the
perspective of ordinary societies, Reza and Bhuiyan (2025), Sohel and Rahat (2026) and Hossain (2025)
demonstrate that the movement increasingly expanded beyond public university students, with ordinary
citizens, private university students, workers, and other non-student actors playing more critical roles.
Or as Islam (2025) goes on to argue, regime collapse cannot be understood purely in terms of street
mobilisation; elite and coercive-institutional behaviour also mattered.

5.3 Media and Digital Communication Were Not Peripheral; They Were Constitutive

A Crucial Strength of the literature is its scrutiny of mediated forms of contention. Hushen (2025), Islam
et al. (2025), and Panzeree (2025) all collectively establish that social media, mainly Facebook, was
pivotal to awareness building, symbolic circulation, emotional synchronisation, and rapid mass
coordination. Their results support connective-action theory and broader work on digitally networked
protest.

At the same time, literature does not idealise the environment of platforms. Al-Zaman (2025) provides
evidence of coordinated social-bot activity during the uprising, and Islam et al. (2025) find that internet
shutdowns had psychological costs. Media-framing studies by Rashid (2025), Arman et al. (2025),
Shaikh and Obaidullah (2025), and Alam and Haque (2026) also demonstrate that information struggle
was not simply a contest between truth and falsehood.

Since representations of the uprising were shaped by ownership structures, sourcing patterns, outlet
ideology, and the changing political context, the July Uprising should be understood both as a street-
level political event and as a narrative struggle constructed through media discourse. Still, these claims
do not rest on the same kind of evidence. Survey- and interview-based studies are useful for showing
how participants experienced Facebook, social media use, anxiety, and mobilisation from their own point
of view (M. B. Hossain, 2025; M. A. Islam, Nur, et al., 2025). Multimodal, corpus-assisted and framing
studies are stronger in showing how protest meanings circulated through images, language, headlines,
sources and narrative patterns (Panzeree, 2025; Rashid, 2025; Shaikh & Obaidullah, 2025).
Computational work, such as Al-Zaman’s (2025) study of social-bot activity, gives more direct evidence
of organised manipulation in online spaces. This difference in method matters. Although several studies
identify Facebook as central to mobilisation, some claims are based on self-reported experience or
selected content samples. Therefore, the role of platforms should be considered strongly indicated but
not yet fully generalisable across all social groups, districts, or offline networks.

5.4 Repression and Human Cost Form One of the Strongest Evidence Clusters

The most sobering aspect of the corpus involves violence and its aftermath. OHCHR (2025) found a
reasonable basis to believe that serious and systematic violations happened during protests, and the
report estimated that as many as 1,400 people could have been killed. Clinical and public health studies
support the extent of harm. F. Islam, Arafat, et al. (2025) report a major eye-injury crisis linked to pellet
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and other projectile violence, while Siddik et al. (2026) and Islam and Faisal (2026) studies explore
deaths and the use of lethal force. Ahsan et al. (2025), Arafat et al. (2025, 2026), Shakira (2026), and
Hossain et al. (2025) expand the tableau into depression, post-traumatic stress, suicide-related patterns,
anxiety and emotional disorientation. However, this evidence cluster also needs cautious reading because
the sources are not based on the same kind of documentation. OHCHR (2025) provides the broadest
human-rights estimate and gives the strongest overall basis for understanding the scale of deaths,
detention and violations. By contrast, clinical and public-health studies usually rely on patients, injured
survivors, hospital-based cases, surveys or selected field sites (Ahsan et al., 2025; S. Hossain et al., 2025;
M. A. Islam, Islam, et al., 2025). Documentary studies on deaths and lethal force also depend on
available records and identifiable cases (M. S. Islam & Faisal, 2026; Siddik et al., 2026). For this reason,
current figures should be treated as strong but still evolving evidence. They are better understood as
minimum documented counts or carefully estimated ranges rather than final and complete totals.

Even with these documentation limits, this evidence cluster has three major implications. First, the
uprising cannot be studied solely as a political event; it must also be studied as a public health and human
rights crisis. Second, injury and trauma were not by-products of the historical record but central features
of it. Third, mental-health effects are rarely limited to visibly injured survivors and need long-term
follow-up, rehabilitation, compensation and community-based care systems.

5.5 Literature Is Strong on Description, But Weaker on Aftermath and Comparison

The literature is broad but still has obvious lacunae. Few longitudinal studies, few district-level
comparative designs, and virtually no work on gendered experience, minority communities (ethnic or
caste-based), legal aftermaths, and institutional reform in the post-uprising period. Most studies focus
on Dhaka, big outlets, brief windows of protest or direct injuries and narratives.

There are practical reasons for this absence. Aftermath-focused and comparative studies are difficult
because reliable district-level data are not always available, many survivors and families remain
vulnerable, and the subject is still politically sensitive. Ethical access is also a serious issue, especially
when researchers deal with injury, detention, death, trauma or family-level experiences. These limits do
not only reduce the amount of research; they also shape how the uprising is interpreted. When evidence
is concentrated in Dhaka, major media outlets and short protest windows, the uprising can appear more
urban, more immediate and more event-centred than it may have been in wider social reality.

Future research should proceed in at least five directions. It should compare districts and institutions,
not just occurrences in the capital. It should follow survivors and witnesses over the years. It needs to
look at the links between protest memory and post-uprising politics. It should create verified public
datasets on deaths, arrests, disappearances and injuries, as well as media content. Moreover, it should
situate the July Uprising within larger debates about digital authoritarianism, youth politics, labour
precarity and democratic transition across South Asia.

Table 2: Priority Research Gaps and Suggested Directions
What the current corpus

Gap area Why this matters analytically Suggested next step

undercovers
These limits understanding of
- Most studies capture the long-term survivor outcomes, Track survivors, participants,
Longitudinal s . o : Soet :
. uprising during, or shortly political memory, media institutions, and media
evidence - A . .
after, the protest peak. credibility, and changes in civic narratives over multiple years.
participation.
Ur_ban and capltal—centred This may make the uprising Develop district-level and
Beyond Dhaka evidence dominates the appear more Dhaka-centred than . . - .
. ; L inter-city comparative studies
literature. it was and may understate district-
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level variation in participation,

repression, and aftermath.

using comparable sampling
and evidence categories.

Gender, class, and

minorities

Social stratification is

present in the literature but

not deeply theorised or
systematically sampled.

Without this, the movement may
be treated as socially uniform,

while gender, class, minority

status, and location may have
shaped risk, participation, and

recovery differently.

Use intersectional research
designs, purposive fieldwork,
and targeted sampling of
underrepresented groups.

Institutions and
accountability

Police, courts, bureaucracy,
and transitional-justice
processes remain

understudied.

This weakens the analysis of how
state institutions responded during
and after the uprising and whether
accountability or reform followed.

Link protest research with
legal, administrative, policing,
and institutional reform
analysis.

Data

infrastructure

Fatality, arrest,

disappearance, injury, and
media-content datasets

remain fragmented.

Fragmented data makes

and time periods.

verification difficult and limits
comparison across studies, places,

Create transparent, verifiable
public data repositories with
clear source notes and update
procedures.

Source: Created by author, 2026

Table 2 summarises the main research gaps that emerge from the reviewed corpus and links each gap
with a possible direction for future research. The table does not suggest that these areas are completely
absent from the literature. Rather, it shows where the existing evidence is still thin, uneven, or too
concentrated on short-term and urban accounts. These gaps are important because they affect how the
July Uprising is documented, compared and interpreted in future scholarships.

Table 3: Annotated matrix of the Identified Core Literature on Bangladesh’s July Uprising 2024

Author suggestion / analytic

Study Type/method Theme Main finding implication
Report: fact- Documented large-scale violence,
OHCHR, finding and Human riahts arbitrary arrests, and deeper civic Independent investigation,
(2024) preliminary g and economic grievances behind accountability, and reform.
analysis the protests.
Journal article; Reads the uprising through party -
Chowdury, interpretive Politics/ behaviour and moral-political Study party med_latlon and
o . . moral vocabularies more
(2024) political ideology resistance framed partly through .
. . . systematically.
analysis Sufi perspectives.
Preprint; digital Facebook use helped transform a Future protest analysis must
Hushen, . . - -
(2025) movement Social media  student protest into a wider mass treat platforms as
analysis mobilisation. organisational infrastructure.
Ahmad. Jou_rr_1a| article; N Ruling and opposition actors Political reform and
political Party politics  responded differently as the - .
(2025) . accountability remain central.
analysis movement broadened.
Reza & Journal article; Students and the general public Inclusive governance and
. Actors/cause . . . .
Bhuiyan, stakeholder were pivotal; structural grievances  safe spaces for dissent are
(2025) mapping and supportive actors mattered. needed.
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Master's thesis:

Bangladeshi and US media framed

Diversify sourcing and

Rashid, - Media . - . .
comparative . the movement differently in source  expand cross-national media
(2025) . framing . . .
content analysis use and narrative emphasis. comparison.
Arman et JO“”?a' article; Media Ownership patterns shaped _Strengthen editorial .
framing . i . independence and ownership
al., (2025) ; ownership legitimacy and protest framing.
analysis transparency.
Ahsan et Journal article;  Mental Documented very high depression IIQae%{%ﬁ?};itnﬁ\f::ef;?gw_
al., (2025)  survivor survey health and PTSD among injured survivors. up g
E lslam et Journal article; It showed a major eye-injury crisis  Rehabilitation, compensation,
al. (2025) public-health Eye injuries  linked to pellet and other projectile  and long-term inclusion
B documentation violence. support.
M. A. Journal article; . Gen Z used social media for Study digital infrastructures
Islam, Nur, survey-based Digital L A
. ; e awareness, coordination, and as constitutive, not
etal, social-media mobilization ublic-opinion formation secondar
(2025) study P P ' y
M. A. _— .
Journal article; Internet blackouts generate The shutdown policy must
Islam, Internet .
ML-based measurable stress and disrupted account for the mental-health
Islam, et Ivsi shutdowns :
al., (2025) stress analysis routines. costs.
Journal article; - .
Arafat et commentary / nghllghted broad.p_sychosoual Build geopsychiatric and
. Mass trauma  strain and weak crisis mental-health L .
al., (2025)  analytic . crisis mental-health planning.
g capacity.
synthesis
Master's thesis:  Digital Found_ tr{insl_anguagmg, .
Panzeree, : - resemiotisation, and strategic Expand research on southern
multimodal multilingual : - C p
(2025) - L affordance use in protest multilingual digital activism.
analysis activism e
communication.
M. B. Master's thesis;  Social media  Traditional-media ambiguity drove .

. . . ) . Strengthen social support and
Hossain, interviews + / mental social-media dependence, FOMO, media literacy during a crisis
(2025) survey health and anxiety. y 9 '
Shaikh & Journal art!cle; Media discourse shifted from quota

. corpus-assisted  News - Conduct more phase-
Obaidullah - - reform to regime-change language L .
discourse discourse - sensitive corpus studies.
, (2025) - over time.
analysis
. Journal article; - The movement challenged official Research ideology, memory,
I. Hossain, . . Historical . .
ideological appropriation of 1971 and reworked and symbolic struggle more
(2025) : memory ; . -
analysis liberation symbolism. deeply.
. Journal article; . Youth precarity and material Link protest research to
Shatil, contextual Socioeconom . .
. N pressures mattered beyond the labour, inflation, and class
(2025) political ic drivers . - :
. quota issue itself. precarity.
analysis
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Journal article;

People joined for moral and

Study recruitment pathways

Parvez, protester T e . . -
(2025) motivation Participation polltlcql reasons that expanded after and emotlpnal triggers in
. repression. more detail.
analysis
L/I' . Journal article;  Space/ Private-university participation Integrate space and mobility
ossaln, ial analysis  instituti haped th hy of protest.  into protest h
(2025) spatial analysis institutions reshaped the geography of protest. into protest research.
Journal article;  Psychosocial SurV|vo.rs exper.lenced Severe Provide integrated medical,
. . depression, anxiety, and stress .
S. Hossain  cross-sectional ~ challenges ; psychological, and
alongside unemployment, debt, . . A
etal., assessment among ocular A S socioeconomic rehabilitation
(2025) using structured injur social stigmatisation, and extremely with sustained psychosocial
g jury limited access to professional PSY!
face-to-face survivors support for survivors.
mental-health support.
M. M. J%Tirt??;ﬁrt'de; Militar Regime collapse may have involved Examine civil-military
Islam, ipnstitutional lovalt y a partial weakening of loyalty to decision-making and elite
(2025) . yalty coercive institutions. defection.
analysis
Journal article; Detected coordinated social-bot Improve forensic archiving
Al-Zaman, - Bots/ O . .
computational activity in Facebook comment and counter-disinformation
(2025) - propaganda X
analysis spaces. capacity.
Report: iol / Found grounds to believe . ial
OHCHR mission-based Violence ... Systematic, serious violations _Pursug Impartia .
' . accountabilit - . . investigations, reparations,
(2025) human-rights occurred, with very high fatality .
. o y - . vetting, and reform.
investigation and detention estimates.
Shakira, ‘]gﬂmarlnaemg:?; Post-uprising ;(n%ugl,me&eZf;etgtieomngtéznm"a'n Provide broader post-uprising
(2026) y . wellbeing INMEt EXp y psychosocial support.
health analysis physical injury.
Alam & Journal article; . Political news sourcing and Protect post-crisis plural
) Media . : Lo
Haque, mixed-method change democratic frames changed after sourcing and editorial
(2026) news analysis g July. autonomy.
Sohel & Journal art_lcle; Common Common citizens in Dhaka were I\/_Iove: be_yond student-party
Rahat, focused mixed- conle crucial but understudied actors binaries in movement
(2026) method study peop ' research.
Journal article; Identified six interacting drivers
Ranaetal.,, thematic Motivating - g . Model interactions among
from structural grievance to online- ; .
(2026) explanatory factors . A drivers over time.
offline mobilisation.
study
Avrafat et Joyr_nal article; Suicidal Observed changed suicide patterns Extend spatial and long-term
suicide-related - ; e . research on protest and
al., (2025) . behaviour during the uprising period. L
analysis suicide.
M. S. Journal article: Fatality patterns and narrative - .
. . : Preserve verified fatality
Islam & fatality and Fatalities/ construction are central to .
. ) . . ST databases and resist
Faisal, narrative narratives interpreting discrimination and ; ;
; . distortion.
(2026) analysis violence.
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Journal article; Young protesters were

Siddik et documentary Lethal force disproportionately killed, and Reform protest policing,

al., (2026)  analysis of bullets caused most documented oversight, and accountability.
deaths deaths.

Source: Compiled by author, 2026

5.6 Evidence Strength and Argument Across the Annotated Matrix

Table 3 does more than list the identified studies; it also shows that the strength of the argument varies
across the corpus. Some claims are supported by stronger forms of evidence, such as clinical records,
survivor surveys, human rights investigations, computational analysis, or documentary evidence. For
example, OHCHR (2025), Ahsan et al. (2025), Islam et al. (2025), Al-Zaman (2025) and Siddik et al.
(2026) provide relatively concrete evidence on violence, injury, trauma, online manipulation and deaths.
These studies do not remove all uncertainty, but their methods give a stronger empirical base for
discussing repression, human cost and mediated information disorder.

Other claims are important but still need more careful treatment. For example, M. M. Islam (2025)
argues that partial military defection may have played a role in the regime’s collapse, but this argument
rests mainly on a political-institutional interpretation and on available secondary evidence. It would
become stronger if future research could use elite interviews, institutional records, or more direct
evidence from military and state actors. Similarly, studies on common people, private universities,
protest motivation and ideological memory open important analytical directions, but many of them are
still limited by place, sample, source type or short time frame (1. Hossain, 2025; M. Hossain, 2025;
Parvez, 2025; Sohel & Rahat, 2026). The matrix therefore suggests that the literature is strongest on
documenting violence, media narratives and immediate mobilisation, while it is less settled on deeper
institutional causes, elite decision-making and long-term consequences. This difference is important
because it shows where the field already has strong evidence and where it still needs more corroboration.

6. CONCLUSION

By systematising the emerging interdisciplinary literature, this review shows that Bangladesh’s July
Uprising of 2024 is best understood as a wider legitimacy crisis across political, communicative,
coercive and psychosocial domains. This paper reviewed the publicly accessible literature on
Bangladesh’s July Uprising of 2024 and identified at least 30 directly related outputs published up to 10
March 2026. This body of work is now sufficiently developed to provide meaningful synthesis on
multiple dimensions, including political mobilisation, media framing, digital communication, human
rights abuses, injury patterns and mental health consequences. The review shows that the July Uprising
cannot be fully understood as a reaction to the quota issue alone. Although the reinstated quota question
was the immediate trigger, the scale, intensity and political direction of the uprising were shaped by
deeper conditions of youth precarity, perceived institutional injustice, digital connectivity, contending
public narratives and rising repression.

A core contention of this review is therefore that the uprising should not be read merely as a protest
event. It was a larger crisis of legitimacy in which a specific policy grievance gradually became
connected with wider questions of governance, rights, state violence and political accountability.

The event increasingly appears as a layered phenomenon: a student-led movement, a digitally
mediated mobilisation, a media-framed political struggle, and a human-rights emergency with
continuing psychosocial effects. The existing literature therefore suggests that the uprising should be
read through connected political, communicative and social lenses rather than through a single
explanatory frame.
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The review also suggests that the scholarship itself has entered a new stage of development. The first
round of outputs was predominantly descriptive, outlining timelines, demands, repression and short-term
political implications. More recent work has become increasingly specialised, focusing on framing
contests, computational propaganda, spatial participation, the involvement of common people in trauma-
and injury-related patterns, suicide implications, as well as military loyalty and state response issues.
This thematic diversification is a key sign of maturation. At the same time, there is unevenness in the
methods employed in the field. Much of the existing work still focuses on urban settings, visible protest
events, major media narratives and short time windows, with limited attention to areas outside Dhaka
and to less visible forms of social consequence.

These limitations are not minor because they shape how the July Uprising will be remembered,
theorised and taught. A literature that concentrates mainly on immediate-event analysis risks
underestimating the uprising’s broader and longer-term consequences. There is still limited research on
district-level variation, gendered participation, class differences, family-level experiences of survivors,
minority communities, institutional reform, memory formation and transitional justice. Similarly, the
aftermath deserves more attention: how the uprising affected political trust, media credibility, civic
participation and the daily lives of those directly or indirectly involved. Without such work, the record
may become rich in rupture but weaker in explaining social and institutional continuity.

For future researchers, the lesson is not simply that more research is needed, but that better-connected
designs are needed. The next phase of scholarship should build more robust datasets, move beyond
metropolitan centres, combine qualitative depth with comparative and longitudinal designs, and
foreground both survivor-centred and institutionally grounded perspectives. It should also situate the
July Uprising within broader conversations about youth politics, authoritarian governance, networked
protest, media power and post-violence recovery in the Global South.

For students and teachers, the existing corpus already provides a useful starting map of the field.
However, that does not make it a closed archive or a settled narrative. It is more accurately described as
an increasingly debated and contested body of knowledge that continues to evolve alongside the event's
historical significance. In this sense, the July Uprising is not just an important subject of recent
scholarship; it also presents a new analytical window on contemporary Bangladesh itself, demonstrating
why and how struggles over power, justice, communication and collective memory become historically
consequential.
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APPENDIX 1

A. Search Strings and Review Scope
This appendix records the main search clusters used in the web-based review and the basic inclusion logic. It is included for
transparency because the literature on the July Uprising is still growing and not fully stabilised across databases. Google
Scholar was used as the primary discovery platform, supplemented by targeted searches in DOI landing pages, SSRN, journal
websites, thesis repositories and institutional report pages.

Search Cluster

Examples Used in the Review

Purpose

Event labels

“Bangladesh July Uprising 2024”; “July movement
Bangladesh”; “July Revolution Bangladesh”

Capture works using different labels
for the same protest cycle.

Original grievance

“Quota reform movement Bangladesh 2024”;
“student-led protest Bangladesh quota”

Capture studies that foreground the
movement’s initial policy trigger.

Expanded frame

“Anti-discrimination student movement Bangladesh”;
“student-people uprising Bangladesh”

Capture works that treat the event as a
broader anti-authoritarian movement.

Impact studies

Terms combined with media, framing, Facebook,
social bots, computational propaganda, internet
shutdown, trauma, PTSD, eye injuries and fatalities

Capture specialised subfields beyond
general political explanation.

B. Review Scope and Screening Logic

Rule Area Description
Items had to be directly focused on Bangladesh’s 2024 July Uprising or its immediate
Inclusion rule protest cycle, analytically substantive, publicly accessible, and published or posted

between 2024 and 10 March 2026.

Meaning of publicly
accessible

In this review, publicly accessible does not refer only to formal open-access journal
publication. It refers to items whose full text or stable public online record was
available at the time of searching and provided enough information to assess relevance,
method and findings.

Included source types

Open-access articles, preprints, theses in public repositories and institutional reports
were included when they met the review criteria.

Exclusion rule

News reports, opinion pieces, duplicate records, advocacy statements without analytic
content, inaccessible paywalled records without enough information for assessment,
and writings that mentioned the uprising only in passing were excluded.
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